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COVID-19 Update                                                                                             November 16, 2020 

 

This fall, schools were given the authority to develop a plan for re-opening schools as we 

deemed appropriate for the area. Sioux County Schools determined we would open schools mask 

free. It was and still is our intention to stay mask free as long as possible. As superintendent, it is 

my goal and responsibility to keep kids in school in a face to face environment as I believe it is 

the best learning environment for our students. It is also the best social emotional environment 

for our students as well.  

 

All schools in Nebraska are under the authority of the Governor, the Commissioner of Education, 

and local health department directives. Schools must follow and support the directives as given 

to us which can change at any given time on any given day due to current circumstances. The 

directives are a matter of law. 

 

As you are likely aware, the number of active COVID-19 cases across the region and state are on 

the rise. Harrison Elementary and the high school have been minimally impacted. We have had a 

couple of students and staff test positive at various times which resulted in the quarantine of 

students in those affected classrooms. It also forced us to enact a mask mandate for students and 

staff. 

 

As students or staff test positive, do not be surprised if your child is told to wear a mask at 

school. This is in accordance with the local health department contact investigation regulations. I 

am treating the mandate to wear a mask on a class by class basis. Sometimes my mandate to 

wear a mask is a preventative measure to help keep kids in school, while other times it is a direct 

mandate from the health department. Once the class has met the determined length of time for 

wearing a mask, the class will move back to being mask free. 

 

Winter sports practices begin today. The NSAA issued sports guidelines, recommendations and 

requirements for schools to follow. As of now, fans will be limited to household members of 

participants only. Everyone in attendance will be required to wear masks and be asked to social 

distance as much as possible. Attendance will be limited to 25% of gym capacity.  

 

Various organizations and agencies across Nebraska are asking the Governor to issue a mask 

mandate for students and staff to wear masks while in school. If the mandate is enacted, we will 

comply.  

 

I thank you for your support, cooperation, and understanding as we strive to keep our kids in 

school as it is in their best academic, physical and emotional interest.  


